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OUR PICK FOR PRESIDENT: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton arrives 
to speak to members of the media after a rally at the Zembo Shrine in Harrisburg, 
Pa., Tuesday. The Kokomo Tribune editorial board unanimously endorses Clinton’s 
candidacy because she possesses the knowledge and experience to be an effective 
president. 


Editorial: Hillary Clinton for 
president 


We know where we are. 


On Nov. 8 — Election Day — Republican presidential candidate Donald 
Trump and his running mate, Gov. Mike Pence, likely will carry Indiana, and 
Howard County specifically. Drive any thoroughfare and the passing 
landscape sprouts Trump/Pence signs. We can’t even tell you what a sign 
supporting Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton or her running mate, 


Virginia Sen. Tim Kaine, looks like. 


Like we said, we know where we are. 


But we also know who we are. 


We tell the stories of this community and the Kokomo area. And since 
launching his presidential bid in June 2015, nothing we know of Trump or 
have heard him say corresponds to what we know of the people of north 


central Indiana. 


Here, residents value generosity, humility and servanthood. We aspire to 


selflessness in all we do and encourage our children to follow that example. 


Republican Donald Trump doesn’t share those values — made shockingly 
clear after Friday's release of his vulgar comments in a video from 2005. 
Democrat Hillary Clinton does. With early voting starting Wednesday, she is 


the Kokomo Tribune editorial board’s unanimous choice for president. 


Neither she nor her husband, former President Bill Clinton, makes our 


decision easy. We hear the concerns about Hillary’s trustworthiness, 


resulting from such self-inflicted wounds as her private email server and her 
initial statements on the Benghazi terrorist raid. And she most certainly 
should’ve been more cognizant of a perception that some Clinton 


Foundation donors bought access to the State Department. 


Yet when you weigh these flaws against her record of public service, 
political experience, diplomatic skills and ability to communicate clear 
policies on consequential domestic and foreign issues, she is the superior 
candidate for president. Her compassion and relief action for the victims 


and heroes of 9/11 stands out as well. 


Time and again we have seen area residents band together and lift each 
other up. Whether it was the response to the tornadoes of November 2013 
and August 2016, the annual fundraising campaigns of the United Way and 
Relay for Life, or the pass-the-hat efforts at area schools for students 


suffering from cancer, we have shown our character. 


Donald Trump is a man who: 


e Uses his own charitable foundation (which holds none of his own money) 


to pay off his personal legal obligations; 


e Engages in self-dealing, personified by hanging a 6-foot portrait of himself 


(purchased by his charitable foundation) in one of his for-profit businesses; 


e And didn’t even distribute the millions of dollars promised to veterans’ 
organizations and raised during his primary-debate-skipping rally — until he 


was Called out for it months after the fact. 


The Republican nominee only has demonstrated he represents a danger to 
our democratic republic and its collective values. Week after week over 
these past 15 months, Trump has shown demagoguery, narcissism, 
impatience and insensitivity. His entire campaign was built on a foundation 


of fear and anger. 


The presidency demands an even temper, curiosity, patience, diplomatic 
skills and self-restraint. The man or woman elected to that office truly is the 
leader of the free world. Hillary Clinton has exhibited such traits as first 


lady, U.S. senator and secretary of state. 


And on government policies, through which we endeavor to improve the 
lives of every American, the differences between Clinton and Trump are 


revealed. 
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Hillary Clinton’s economic strategy includes investing in roads and bridges, 
lowering college costs and student debt, raising the minimum wage, 
reducing the cost of health care and medicines, and reforming the federal 


tax code to close loopholes for the richest Americans and corporations. 


Donald Trump opposes a higher minimum wage, promises new jobs without 
a plan or specific actions on how millions more citizens will join the 
workforce, and says he’ll repeal the Affordable Care Act, which would leave 
a third of Americans without health insurance and allow insurance 
companies to again deny coverage to people with pre-existing medical 


conditions. 


Clinton’s four years as secretary of state makes her the best choice to deal 
with terrorism and other international threats. She has fostered 
relationships with heads of state and knows what it takes to put America’s 
interests first, standing up to Vladimir Putin, Russia’s bully president, and 
Chinese leaders on human rights violations, especially against women. She 
can be tough when America needs her to be - to wit, her unflinching advice 
that President Obama send the Navy’s SEAL Team 6 to take out al-Qaida 


leader Osama bin Laden, the architect of 9/11. 


Trump brags he’ll employ illegal torture in fighting ISIS and other terrorists 
- and fire any general who balks. He says he’ll abandon NATO and tear up 
defense treaties with Japan and South Korea if such ally nations don’t pay 
us more. Despite his tough talk, he would pull the U.S. away from its 
leadership role in the world, giving Russia and China the opportunity to fill 


the void. 


But it’s on immigration reform where Clinton’s values reflect those of the 


Kokomo area. For millions of undocumented immigrants who contribute to 


our national economy and pay taxes, she espouses a way to citizenship. 
Trump vows to build a wall across our southern border and make Mexico 
pay for it. He would deport all undocumented workers and tear apart 


families. 
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We endorse Hillary Clinton’s candidacy because she possesses the 
knowledge and experience to be an effective president. Even when her 
behavior is benign, her bunker mentality and secretiveness make it look as 
though she has something to hide — true or not. She, however, has 


acknowledged these mistakes. 


Donald Trump hasn’t accepted culpability for his short-comings. After 
professing his Christian faith during an appearance before the Family 
Leadership Summit in July of last year, he said he has never asked God for 
forgiveness. Nor has he ever apologized for spearheading the discredited 
birther movement against President Obama or for any of his campaign’s 


demeaning statements and errors. 


He characterized his lewd language as "nothing more than a distraction" in 
a videotaped mea culpa Saturday morning after first dismissing his sexually 
charged comments on the 2005 video as "locker room banter." Apologies 


allow no room for clarifications or excuses. 


He has a disturbing self-heralded history of womanizing. He battled with 
one of our nation’s Gold Star families. He boasts he was “smart” to avoid 
paying federal income taxes and uses business debt for self-enrichment. He 
doesn’t share the values important to Hoosiers: generosity, humility and 


servanthood. 


We know who we are. We know Hillary Clinton’s record of public service 
and intricate knowledge of domestic and foreign policy make her the best 


choice for president. 


